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REFLECTIONS 


Upon the Preſent State of the 


NATION. 


f is a Maxim of the Law of England concerning 'the Government, That 


there is no Interregnum. Of neceſſity there mult be a Change in the Per- 
ſon,yet there is a Continuation of the Government. Which fhews the Pru- 
dence and Perfetian of the Conſtitution, 'in preventing that, which of. 
all things is moſt deplorable, a Failure of Government. This Rule is therefore 
of that importance, as not to be given up upon the trivial Saying of Nemo eſt 
heres viventis. #: 
'Tis true, the common and ordinary cauſe of a Change in the Perſon that is 
inveſted wich the Royal Authority, is Death. | | 
But we are now in a rare and extraordinary Caſe, where the King is li- 
ving, and yer may be ſaid co be diveſted of the Royal Ofte, as having, by his 
En ments. upon the Penplec Rights, provoked them to reſort to Arms ; 
arid being vanquiſhed 'by that Force, followed with 7 totat Defeftion from 
him, -and- his relinquiſhing the Kingdom thereupon, without providing any 
ways for the Adminiſtration of the Government. | otro 
This ſeems/to be a Ceſſer of this Government, and may in Civil and Poli- 
tick Conſtruction amount tos much as iF he had Died. | 
Bur becauſe this is a Ceſs of thar nature that requires a Judgment to be made 
tapon it, it ſeems neceſſary to have a Convention of the Eſtates of the Nation, to 
make a Declaration thereupon {tor 'tis not for private Perſons to determine in 
the Caſes aforeſaig, how or when the King has loſt his Government ) and till 
ſuch Authoritative Declaration made, the King may be ſuppoſed in ſome kind 
of poſſeſſion of the Kingly Office. | 
Bur after the Judgment made and declared, there ſeems to be no difference 
in the conſequence and reſult of the thing, berween ſuch an extygordinary 
caſe of the Gofſe of the Royal Dignity, and the caſe of Death or voluntai 
Reſignation; or as if the King had been profels'd and: made himſelt a Recluf: 
in a Rebigiou Houle. | 


- Then it muſt devolve upon the next Heir, her Royal Highneſs the Princefs 
of Orange. | 
As to the pretended Prince of Wales, if there had been no Sufpicions as to 
his Birth, (as there are many violent ones) yer his being conveyed into un- 
known Places; by Perſons in whom no credit can be repoſed, and ar an Age 
which expoſes hmm to all manner of Pratices and Impoſtures, rouching his 
| | perion ; 
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perſon; then' can there hereafter be no manner of —_ of him, ſo as to 
induce the Nation ever to conſider any Pretence of that kind, + 


Theſe things being conſidered ; 


Firſt, Whether will not the declaririg her Royal Highneſs Queen of Eng- 
land, as next in Succeſſion, be the. ſureſt and beft Foundation to begin our 
Settlement upon ; rather than upon a groundleſs Conceit of the Government 

being devolved to the People, and fo they to proceed to Elect a King ? 


Secondly, If that Conceit of devolving to the People be admitted, Whe- 
ther muſt we not conclude, that the Miſgovernment of King F AM ES the 
| Second, hath not only determin'd his Royalty, but put a period to the Mo- 
narchy it ſelf > And then 'tis not only a loſs as to his Perſon, 'but to the whole 
Royal Family. | 


:Thirdly, Whether thoſe perſons that have ſtarted this Notion, upon pre- 
refice 'of giving the Nation an opportunity of gratifying His Highneſs the 
 Px1xcsz of ORANGE, in proportion to His Merits ( which it muſt be 
_ acktowledyed no Reward can exceed ) if they were ſearched © the bottom, 
did not do it rather to undermine this Ancient and Hereditary Monarchy, 
and to give an Advantage to their Republican Principles, than out of any 
AﬀeCtion and Gratitude to His Highneſs > For if the latter was that they 


had the chief reſpe& to, would'ic not be the more _ way «o declare 
t the 


her Royal Fighmeſs Queen , which will immediately Nation undet 4 
r itution and poſture of Guycuumcat > Then'it will he capable 
expreſſing its Gratitude to the Px1n cx of ORANGE, in matters touch- 
ing even the Royal Dignity it ſelf, without making ſuch a Stroke upon 'the 
Government, as the Elefting of a King, or ing any other immediate 
Alteration in the right of the Mongrchy (before the Parliament is compleat: 
ed and cenſtituted in all irs parts ) muſt amount, unto, ' 


